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Dear Friends of the Institute, 

We are pleased to provide you the March issue of the Texas  
Health Institute Newsletter.   

Texas Health Institute (THI) is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit, independent  
organization that serves as an honest broker of information to promote  
dialogue among all healthcare stakeholders and to enable policymakers 
to more thoroughly explore health policy issues to make informed  

decisions.  

THI strives to provide nonpartisan, balanced information that represents multiple perspectives on health policy 
issues and has earned a reputation for integrity and honesty as a resource for health policy education in the state 
of Texas.   

 We are extremely honored to work with volunteers across Texas and the United States to fulfill our mission to 
improve the health of Texans and their communities.  We encourage our readers to learn more about us by 
exploring our website.   

 
www.texashealthinstitute.org 

 
 
 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Camille D. Miller 
President & CEO 
 

 
Camille Miller  
President/CEO  
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Weekly Legislative Update on Uninsured  

The Texas Health Institute provides a weekly update on the 80th Texas Legislature's actions addressing the 
uninsured, focusing on the 12 recommended solutions of THI's report 
 

A Vision for Change: Policy Solutions for Increasing Health Coverage in Texas 
 
Each Monday, THI is posting an updated list of the most recent actions related to legislation containing THI’s 
proposed solutions. Be sure to check THI’s website front page weekly for the most up-to-date summary of 
legislation on the uninsured.  
 

Weekly Legislative Update 

The Mental Health Collaborative National Advisory C ommittee Meeting 

 

 

 
 

From left to right: 
Vijay Ganju , Ph.D., Nancy Speck , Ph.D.,  

Dennis Mohatt , M.A., Ron Manderscheid , Ph.D., John a. Morris , M.S.W., 
 Alan J. Tomkins , J.D., Ph.D. and Klaus Madsen  

 
On March 15, 2007, the Texas Health Institute hosted the first meeting of the National Advisory Committee for 
Mental Health Community Collaboratives at the El Dorado Hotel in Santa Fe, New Mexico.  The National Advisory 
Committee, convened and facilitated by THI, will be providing their expertise in guiding, informing and supporting 
the work of the mental health community collaboratives in Texas.  At the meeting, advisory committee members 
received an update on Texas’ Mental Health Transformation Initiative Grant and the specific role of the Texas 
Health Institute in working with community collaboratives that have been selected to be prototypes for mental 
health transformation at the local level.  This initiative is part of the statewide mental health transformation which 
is funded through a five-year federal grant.  Texas is one of nine states that received such funding. 
 
The Texas Health Institute National Advisory Committee Members are: 
 
Ron Manderscheid, Ph.D. 
Director 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Programs 
Constella Group, LLC 
Rockville, Maryland  
 
Stephen W. Mayberg, Ph.D. 
Director 
California Department of Mental Health 
Sacramento, California  
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Dennis Mohatt, M.A. 
Director 
WICHE Mental Health Program 
Boulder, Colorado 
 
John A. Morris, M.S.W. 
Executive Director, Annapolis Coalition 
Professor and Director of Policy Studies 
Department of Neuropsych Behavioral Sciences 
USC School of Medicine 
Columbia, SC  
 
Alan J. Tomkins, J.D., Ph.D. 
Director 
University of Nebraska Public Policy Center 
Lincoln, NE  
 
Staff and Consultants include: 
 
Camille D. Miller 
President & CEO 
Texas Health Institute 
Austin, Texas 
 
Vijay Ganju, Ph.D. 
Program Director 
Mental Health Transformation Project, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
 
Nancy Speck, Ph.D. 
THI Consultant 
Mental Health Transformation Project, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
 
Klaus Madsen 
Acting Vice President of Programs 
Texas Health Institute 
Austin, Texas 
 
 
For more information on the Mental Health Transformation Community Collaborative Project go to:  
 

www.texashealthinstitute.org 

Texas Health Institute in the News 

As part of THI’s major educational initiative to increase health coverage for the uninsured in Texas, we have 
launched a public awareness campaign.  In February and March, THI has focused on communications and media 
relations activities through one-on-one contacts, press releases, opinion editorials and editorial board tours.  To 
date, information on THI's report, A Vision for Change: Policy Solutions for Increasin g Health Coverage in 



 
 
 

 
 

����������	�
 

Volume 3, Issue 6 
March 2007  N E W S L E T T E R  

Texas, has run in all of the major market newspapers in Texas, four major wire services and a number of online 
news services.   

A Vision for Change Press Release 
 
We are looking forward to an even higher visibility of Texas’ uninsured proposed solutions in coming months.  In 
April, look for THI activity to support the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation national campaign, Cover the 
Uninsured Week,  set for April 23 -29.   
 

PE Bill Supports Partnership Focus on Growing Obesi ty Epidemic 

On March 15th the Education Committee of the Texas Senate heard testimony on Senate Bill 530, sponsored by 
Senator Jane Nelson. This bill is supported by the Partnership for a Healthy Texas - Conquering Obesity, the 
newly formed coalition working to define effective obesity policy in Texas. 
 
Texas’ obesity epidemic threatens both the physical health of Texans and the state’s financial health. Texas 
spends an estimated $10 billion a year on obesity-related conditions. More than 22 health organizations have 
joined together to form the Partnership for a Healthy Texas to combat the escalating obesity problem. 
 
The Partnership for a Healthy Texas began working together more than a year ago to identify evidence-based 
remedies to help children and adults achieve better health. One of the major milestones for the Partnership for a 
Healthy Texas culminated in August 2006, with the Texas Health Institute’s 2006 Obesity Health Policy Forum 
held in Austin. The forum brought together health, business and government leaders to receive an educational 
briefing and discuss the issues surrounding obesity and viable solutions.  
 

Obesity Policy Brief 
 
Shortly after the forum, the group identified its priority issues and the steps needed to impact Texas’ current policy 
on obesity. The Partnership for a Healthy Texas has worked closely with state legislators to help draft and 
introduced legislation that would improve childhood nutrition and fitness, obesity prevention education, 
accountability and promote worksite wellness.  
 
The Texas Health Institute provides and facilitates a neutral, non-partisan forum for the Partnership stakeholders 
to convene. To learn more about the Partnership’s Legislative priorities go to: 

Partnership for a Healthy Texas 
 
Currently, the Partnership for a Healthy Texas includes representatives from the following organizations: 
 

·  American Cancer Society 
·  American Diabetes Association 
·  American Heart Association 
·  Children’s Hospital Association of Texas 
·  Children’s Medical Center Dallas 
·  The Cooper Institute 
·  Methodist Healthcare Ministries of South Texas 
·  Michael & Susan Dell Center 
·  Scott and White Memorial Hospital, Temple 
·  Texans Care for Children 
·  Texas Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance  
·  Texas Action for Healthy Kids 
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·  Texas Association of Health Plans 
·  Texas Association for School Nutrition 
·  Texas Bicycle Coalition 
·  Texas Dietetic Association 
·  Texas Medical Association 
·  Texas Pediatric Society  
·  Texas PTA 
·  Texas School Nurses Association 
·  Trans Texas Alliance 
·  University of Texas at Austin  
 
Advisors: 
 
·  Department of State Health Services 
·  Senate Committee on Health & Human Services  
·  Texas Department of Transportation 
·  Texas Education Agency 

Institute Presents Poster at International Conferen ce 

On March 22-23, Klaus Madsen , Acting VP, Programs presented a poster 
at the conference "A Call to Action: Ensuring Global Human Resources for  
Health" in Geneva, Switzerland.  The poster, "Advancing Health System  
Effectiveness through Non-Traditional Workforce: A Case Study" was authored  
by Sue Pickens , Parkland Health and Hospital System’s Director of Strategic  
Planning, Liza Creel , THI Program Manager, and Klaus Madsen .  It focused  
on the role that community health workers (CHWs) can play in improving a  
health system's effectiveness in maternal and child health interventions to achieve  
significant reductions in infant mortality.  The case study highlighted Parkland Health and Hospital System's 
preliminary evaluation results of two maternal and child health programs that use CHWs in Community Oriented 
Primary Care.  Finally, the poster offered the Parkland model as a potential solution for hospitals and communities 
aiming to reach vulnerable populations and minimize health disparities through culturally and linguistically 
appropriate community care. 
 
This international conference was organized by the Health Research and Educational Trust and the International 
Hospital Federation and was co-sponsored by the World Health Organization, AcademyHealth and the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation.  The conference was designed to stimulate discussion and spotlight evidence-based, 
pragmatic approaches to building, retaining and sustaining workforce, both nationally and internationally.  Policy 
implications were addressed as well as promising practices for hospitals, health care communities and society. 
 
 
 
Miller Named to American College of Mental Health A dministration 

On March 11, 2007, Camille D. Miller , THI President & CEO, was named a fellow of the American College of 
Mental Health Administration (ACMHA).  ACMHA provides forums and facilitation that move core issues of mental 
health and substance abuse from controversy to consensus, and discourse to action.  The ACMHA membership 
is a diverse working network of influential leaders representing public and private administrators of services; 
national, state and county government; professional organizations addressing mental health and addictive 
disease; managed behavioral healthcare organizations; research and academia; and consumer and family 
advocacy organizations. 
 

 
Klaus Madsen and 

Rita Adeniran 
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THI Staff Attend 2007 Santa Fe Summit 

“Mind and Body Reunited: Perspectives on Integrating Behavioral and Physical  
Healthcare” was the title of the March 14 – 17 ACMHA hosted 2007 Santa Fe  
Summit.  THI staff Camille D. Miller  and Klaus Madsen , THI consultant Nancy  
Speck , and Transformation Grant Director Vijay Ganju  joined more than 165  
leaders from across the United States in examining how the traditional separation  
of funding and service delivery has impacted the lives of consumers and how  
various approaches to coordinate physical and behavioral health services could  
improve the effectiveness of health practices. 

Miller Provides State Uninsured Update 

On March 26, 2007, Camille D. Miller  served on a healthcare policy panel and provided an update on the 
uninsured in Texas and THI’s A Vision for Change report to the Texas Coalition of Jewish Community Relations 
Councils and Constituent Organizations at their Statewide Legislative Meeting in Austin.  
 
Panel members joining Camille in the policy discussion included: 
 
Judge Margaret Keliher 
Locke Liddell and Sapp, Dallas 
 
Anne Dunkelberg 
Associate Director, Center for Public Policy Priorities 
 
Mary Katherine Stout 
Vice President of Policy Director, Center for Health Care Policy Studies  
 
Heather Vasek 
Director of Public Policy, Texas Association for Home Care 
 
John Hawkins 
Vice President for Government Relations, Texas Hospital Association 
 
Other meeting presenters included: 
 
James B. Steinberg 
Dean and J.J. Pickle Regents Chair in Public Affairs, LBJ School of Public Affairs 
 
Steve Murdock 
State Demographer of Texas 
 
Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
 
Michael L. Williams 
Texas Railroad Commissioner 
 
David Dewhurst 
Lt. Governor of Texas 
   

A Vision for Change PowerPoint Presentation 

 
Camille Miller  and  
Katherine Power  
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THI Participates in Comptroller’s Obesity Press Con ference 

At the request of Susan Combs , Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, Camille D. Miller  participated in the 
Comptroller’s March 23, 2007 press conference to unveil the Comptroller’s Obesity Report, Counting Costs and 
Calories: Measuring the Cost of Obesity to Texas Em ployers .  The report illustrates the economic impact of 
obesity on Texas employers.  According to the report, nearly two-thirds of all adult Texans are overweight or 
obese.  If current trends continue, the cost associated with obesity that employers are projected to pay could 
reach $15.8 billion by 2025.  Michelle Smith, Chair, and Joel Romo, Vice-chair attended the press conference 
representing the Partnership for a Healthy Texas. 
 
Other participants included: 
 
Dr. Peter Wald 
USAA, VP & Enterprise Medical Director 
 
Dr. Paul Handel 
BCBS of Texas, VP/Chief Medical Officer 
 
Senator Jane Nelson 
Chair of the Health and Human Services Committee 
 
Paul Carrozza 
RunTex, Founder 
 
Jennifer Harris 
Worksite Wellness 
 
For more information on the Obesity Report go to: 
 

www.window.state.tx.us/specialrpt/obesitycost/ 
 

Improving Nutrition and Physical Activities in Comm unities Training and Conference 

On May 30-31, 2007, the Texas Health Institute will hold a two-day training  session and conference focusing on 
the promotion of health in communities by improving nutrition and physical activities.  Day One will consist of a 
training session on the web-based Environmental Nutrition and Activity Strategies Tool (ENACT).  ENACT is 
designed to help communities improve their nutrition and physical activity environments by offering specific 
achievable strategies in several environments. Day Two will consist of a conference in which two to three 
communities that have been identified as having implemented best practices in preventing and overcoming 
obesity will share and showcase their results.  The training and conference will be open to diverse stakeholders, 
including residents, public health officials, business leaders, students, associations and government officials that 
are working to improve nutrition and physical activities in their environments.  For more information or to register 
to attend training/conference please contact Amanda Conway at 512-279-3907 or email: 
 

aconway@texashealthinstitute.org 
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Mountain States Genetics Regional Collaborative Cen ter 

The Mountain States Genetics Regional Collaborative Center (MSGRCC) and Mountain States Genetics 
Foundation have contracted with THI to assist with close-out of their current grant.  Liza Creel , Program 
Manager, and Amanda Conway , Program Coordinator, have been assisting Joyce Hooker , MSGRCC Program 
Director, and the MSGRCC committee chairs to organize and follow-up on mid-year meetings for each of the six 
MSGRCC committees.   

Committee Chairs include: 

 
Clinical Services – Marc S. Williams  and Joanne Milisa-Drautz  
 
Consumer Advocacy – Rodney Slaght  and Joe Martinec  
 
Laboratory Practice – Linda Sheppard  and Sheila Dobin  
 
Newborn Screening – Rebecca Anderson  
 
Prenatal Diagnosis – Janice Rinsky  and Valerie Rappaport  
 
Public Health – Lynn Martinez  

Specific focuses of the committee meetings have been emergency preparedness, telemedicine and the medical 
home.  Camille Miller , President/CEO, and Patt Brower , Controller, have been working on the financial closeout, 
which included a site visit to the MSGRCC office in Denver, Colorado. 

The MSGRCC is one of seven regional collaborative centers covering the nation. It is federally funded by the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) Genetic 
Services Branch. The Mountain States Genetics Foundation administers this grant which is designed to support a 
regional coordinating center that provides infrastructure for state genetics programs, capacity building for regional 
genetic and newborn screening collaboratives and to improve early identification of infants. The Mountain States 
Genetics Regional Collaborative Center includes the states of Arizona, Colorado, Montana, New Mexico, Nevada, 
Texas, Utah and Wyoming. 

THI Welcomes New Staff 

We are pleased to announce the addition of two new members of the THI staff:  
 
Lenora Doerfler  joins our team as the Vice President of Fund Development.  Lenora  has experience in 
communications, administration and marketing.  At THI, she will be focusing on the development and launch of 
the Texas Health Institute Endowment Campaign as well general fund development responsibilities.  Prior to 
joining the THI team, Lenora  was Director of Marketing for ADVANCED.1 in Georgetown, Texas.  Lenora  also 
has experience in public health and worked with the Williamson County and Cities Health District for 13 years. 
 
Valarie Garza , will serve as the Mental Health Transformation Consumer Coordinator.  A new position for THI, 
the consumer coordinator will integrate consumers and family members into the mental health transformation 
processes.  Prior to accepting her position with THI, Valarie  served on the Governor’s Mental Health 
Transformation Workgroup as a consumer representative and was Care Coordinator for Manor Independent 
School District. She has many years experience raising a child with mental health challenges and navigating the 
various human service organizations as well as many years working and volunteering as an advocate for mental 
health consumers at the policy and practice level. 
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About the Texas Health Institute and the THI Newsle tter 

Senior Editor:  Camille Miller                                     Editor:  Delia Presley 
 
The Texas Health Institute, formerly the Texas Institute for Health Policy Research, is an independent, non-
partisan think tank working to improve the health of Texans.  
 
The THI newsletter is a monthly publication of the Texas Health Institute written to update Institute board of 
trustee members and Friends of the Institute. 
 
For e-mail address changes, add or delete requests, please e-mail your request to: 

info@texashealthinstitute.org 

If you would prefer to receive this newsletter through the U.S. mail or fax, please e-mail your contact information to:  

info@texashealthinstitute.org 

If you would prefer not to receive further messages from this sender, please contact us at: 

delete@texashealthinstitute.org 
 


